
Decision of VR Prcslding Omcer - Scheduling of a Jan 2006 Session m a1 Bahul 

Hodges, Keith 
-- 

From: Hodges. ~ei~ll-) 
Sent: Thvsday. Deemberol, 2005 6-32 PM 

Subjzcl: Deaaon of the pre=rdmg OIRar - Scheduhng of a Jan 2006 Sess~on m al Bahul 

1. The Prcs~ding Officer has pcrsonaty and c a d d y  consided the mails pasted below with rcspcct to 
whemer a session in the case of US v al Bahlul should be held the week of 9 Jan 06. 

2. The charges against Mr. Al Bahlul wmc r c f d  to a mil iry  commission for trial on 28 J~mc 2004 
As of roday, there is no judge advwte  who is willing to stand up and say, "I reprcscnt Mr. Al Bahlu I." 
A review oILheF'0 102 filings series will rcvcalrhc pmblems invohrcd in dclcrmining Mr. Al Bahlul's 
representallon and counsel rights. 

3 The Presiding Officer, based on his years of experience as ajudge advocate, believes that h a m  
experienced trial lawyers such &s MAJ Flcmcr present instruction to rnimiliwry atlarneys who arc or w l l  
become hial advccatcs is important On balance however, the neuls to resolve i m p o m  issues with 
r t s m  to Mr. d Bahlul, to include his representation wheh hm barn pending For we t  one y e . ,  . ~ 

ourweighs ihc need to have a sF5c judge advocate present the classor classes m tnal advocacy There 
is onlv ore ocrson detailed b mrescnt Mr. al Bahlul. but thcrc ue rnw l ud~e  advocdes who can . >  - 
p,i&t quaiicy kbuction in trial advocacy g ~ ~ a U ~ a n d  voir dire specifleally. 

4. Presuming lhat MhJ Flanu's stelement in bls emal 001 4.25 PM of 1od.y (pasled below) rbat he IS 
scheduled ta teach airhe AF JAG school was a rcqust for delay. the Presiding Officer b dwicd the 
requcst The swsion scheduled for the w d  of 9 Ian 2006 at GTMO shall be held, and MW Flmcr  w11 
be present at it. 

BY ORDER OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

I am scheduled to teach at the Am Force JAG School lhal week 
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Decision o f  the Presiding Officer - Scheduling o f  a Jan 2006 Session in al Bahul 

Tom Fleener 
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To all counsel in US v al Bahlul 
The Presldlng Officer Inlends to hold me indlal restart sesslon In thls case dunng Me week of 9 Jan 2006 
The specfic date@) wlll be provlded later Thls sesslon wlll wver counsel nghts and represenlallon, and all 
counsel wll be prepared to candud volr dire 01 the Presiding Officer and dlxuss rnotlons schedules and 
dates, and dockellng of fuhrre sesslons 

Any counsel who belleves lhal she  has a val~d reason why the sesslon can no1 or should not be held a1 the 
brne lndlcated wlll respond ~mrned~alely Thls includes both personal and legal reasons 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 
~ i ~ l h  Hodges 

- 

Assistant lo Me Pres~d~ng Officers 
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